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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the communication dated October 28, 2004. 
Claims 1-43 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed October 28, 2004, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 1-43 under Vilhuber have beenjully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Vilhuber (6,470,453) and Hendrick (6,792,464). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2, 13, 24 and 35 recite the limitation "the phone number". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1 -3, 6-7, 9-1 4,17-18, 20-25, 28-29, 31-36, 39, 41 -43 are rejected under . 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vilhuber (6,470,453) in view of Hendrick 
(6,792,464). 

a) As to claims 1,12, and 23, Vilhuber discloses a mechanism for validating 
connections to a network system comprising a network router (Fig. 5, element 500; col. 
13, lines 34-39) comprises a processor (Fig. 5, element 504), a port operable for 
coupling the processor to a WAN (Fig. 5, element 528; col. 14, lines 53-67 to col. 15, 
lines 1-14), a port operable for coupling the processor to a LAN (Fig. 5, element 522); a 
smart card reader coupled to the processor (col. 2, lines 56-59). Vilhuber discloses 
inserting smart card into a reader to access the network system (col. 2, lines 56-65). 

However Vilhuber does not disclose circuitry operable for reading data from a 
smart card inserted into the smart card reader, wherein the data includes information on 
how to dial up a data processing system over the WAN; and circuitry operable for 
dialing up the data processing system over the WAN using the information. 

Hendrick discloses a system for automatic connection to a network comprising 
circuitry operable for reading data from a smart card inserted into the smart card reader, 
wherein the data includes information on how to dial up a data processing system over 
the WAN; and circuitry operable for dialing up the data processing system over the 
WAN using the information (col. 3, lines 47-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of reading information on how to dial-up a data processing 
system over the WAN from a smart card and dialing up the data processing system over 
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the WAN using the information in the system of Vilhuber as Hendrick teaches so as to 
automatically access one of a plurality of Internet Service Providers. 

b) As to claims 2, 13, 24 and 35, Hendrick discloses the data processing 
system is associated with an ISP (col. 4, lines 29-33), and wherein the information 
includes the phone number of the ISP (col. 3, lines 52-54). 

c) As to claims 3, 14, 25 and 36, Hendrick discloses the data includes 
networking parameters read by the ISP to configure a connection between the router 
and the data processing system (col. 9, lines 35-49). 

d) As to claims 6, 17, 28 and 39, Hendrick discloses the configuration 
information includes a local phone number for dialing up the ISP (col. 3, lines 52-54). 

e) As to claims 7, 18 and 29, Vilhuber discloses the network router further 
comprising circuitry operable for permitting a plurality of computers coupled to the router 
via the LAN to access the ISP using the configuration information (col. 6, lines 30-34). 

f) As to claims 9, 20, 31 and 41 , Vilhuber discloses the network router 
further comprising circuitry operable for permitting access on the virtual private network 
only at a security level specified in the information on the smart card (col. 2, lines 28-32; 
col. 11, lines 35-40). 

g) As to claims 10, 21, 32 and 42, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the WAN is an Intranet (col. 3, lines 14-17). 

h) As to claims 1 1 , 22, 33 and 43, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
further comprising circuitry operable for permitting access to the Intranet as a function of 
security information stored on the smart card (col. 3, lines 15-23). 
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i) As to claim 34, a smart card is coupled to an apparatus of claim 1 , please 
see the addressed claim 1 above. 

7. Claims 4-5, 15-16, 26-27 and 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Vilhuber (6,470,453) in view of Hendrick (6,792,464) and 
further in view of Merrien et al. (WO 98/57474). 

a) As to claims 4, 15, 26 and 37, Vilhuber and Hendrick do not disclose 
circuitry operable for receiving from the data processing system over the WAN 
configuration information and circuitry operable for writing the configuration information 
onto the smart card via the smart card reader. 

Merrien discloses a smart card system which stores an Internet provider address 
on the card, the card is inserted into a digital telephone and the explorer reads the 
address of the Internet provider and connects the user to the Internet (page 7, 
paragraph 4) comprising circuitry operable for receiving from the data processing 
system over the WAN configuration information (page 5, first full paragraph) and 
circuitry operable for writing the configuration information onto the smart card via the 
smart card reader (page 5, second full paragraph). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of receiving the configuration information from the data 
processing system over the WAN and writing the configuration information onto the 
smart card via the smart card reader in the system of Vilhuber and Hendrick, as Merrien 
teaches so as to provide a multiple purpose card for different applications. 
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b) As to claims 5, 16, 27 and 38, Merrien discloses the configuration 
information includes a PPP user ID and password (page 7, third full paragraph). 

8. Claims 8, 19, 30 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vilhuber (6,470,453) in view of Hendrick (6,792,464) and further in 
view of Hoguta et al. (6,725,303). 

Hendrick discloses circuitry operable for establishing a connection between the 
router and the data processing system (col. 9, lines 35-49). However Vilhuber and 
Hendrick do not discloses circuitry operable for channeling the connection to a specified 
virtual private network. 

Hotuga discloses a method and apparatus for establishing a personalized 
connection with a network from a variety of different terminals with the use of smart card 
(Abstract) comprising circuitry operable for channeling the connection to a specified 
virtual private network (col. 5, lines 6-17 and 34-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of channeling the connection to a specified virtual private 
network in the system of Vilhuber and Hendrick, as Hotuga teaches so as to support 
variety of networks. 



Conclusion 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dieu Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9727. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 703-306-3036. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 
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